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1 . HAPPILY FOR THE GUYANESE, THE CONCERNS EXPRESSED IN REFTEL 
DO NOT APPLY IN THIS COUNTRY. GUYANA IS ONE OF THE MOST 
UNDERPOPULATED NATIONS ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND THE LAND 
CURRENTLY IN CULTIVATION REPRESENTS ONLY A TINY FRACTION OF 
THE POTENTIAL CULTIVABLE LAND AVAILABLE. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, FOOD PRODUCTION IS THE GOG'S FIRST 
DEVELOPMENT PRIORITY AND THE PRINCIPAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 
IN GUYANA, BOTH US SPONSORED AND THOSE UNDER THE AEGIS OF 
OTHER DONORS, FALL WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA SEES AN EXPANSION OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION AS THE MOST LIKELY HOPE IT HAS FOR IMPROVING ITS 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE POSITION. THE COUNTRY SEES ITSELF AS THE 
POTENTIAL BREAD-BASKET OF THE CARIBBEAN. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR AND THE AID DIRECTOR HAVE, SINCE THEIR 
SEPARATE ARRIVALS, OPENED A DIALOGUE WITH THE GOG ON THE 
QUESTION OF EXPANDED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND THEIR 
PRINCIPAL INTERLOCUTOR ON THE GOG SIDE HAS BEEN THE 
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ABLE AND EXPERIENCED MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, GAVIN 
KENNARD, WHO HAS OVER THIRTY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN 
THE AGRICULTURAL FIELD IN GUYANA AND A BROAD UNDER- 
STANDING OF THE WORLD FOOD SITUATION BASED ON HIS ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION IN THE WORK OF THE FAO OVER THE YEARS. 

(AND IN ADDITION TO REGULAR MEETINGS ON VARIOUS ASPECTS 
OF OUR ON-GOING PROGRAM, THE AMBASSADOR AND AID 
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DIRECTOR MADE A SPEARATE APPOINTMENT WITH HIM AFTER 
THE RECEIPT OF REFTEL TO REVIEW ITS CONTENTS WITH HIM. ) 

THE AMBASADOR HAS ALSO DISCUSSED INCREASED FOOD PRODUC- 
TION WITH PRIMIN BURNHAM AND IS CONVINCED FROM THESE 
INTERVIEWS THAT BURNHAM'S COMMITMENT TO THIS GOAL IS 
SINCERE. 

4. WE ARE THUS IN THE FORTUNATE POSITION OF HAVING 
A MEETING OF THE MINDS WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF THE HOST 
GOVERNMENT ON THE PROBLEM SET FORTH IN REFTEL. IT IS 
VIRTUALLY A CASE OF PREACHING TO THE CONVERTED. 

BURKE 
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